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FRIDAY AUGUST 14

Memorial
Saint Maximilian Kolbe
Roman Missal 907; Lectionary 417

Saint Maximilian Kolbe offered his life for another prisoner in 
Auschwitz. See p. 174.

Entrance Antiphon
(Mt 25) Come, you blessed 
of my Father, says the Lord. 
Amen, I say to you: Whatever 
you did for one of the least of 
my brethren, you did it for me.

Collect
O God, who filled the Priest 
and Martyr Saint Maximilian 
Kolbe with a burning love for 
the Immaculate Virgin Mary 
and with zeal for souls and 
love of neighbour, graciously 
grant, through his intercession, 
that, striving for your glory by 
eagerly serving others, we may 
be conformed, even until death, 
to your Son. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

An alternate reading follows.
Reading  
(Ezekiel 16.1-15, 60, 63)
The word of the Lord came to 
me: Mortal, make known to Jeru-
salem her abominations, and say, 
Thus says the Lord God to Jeru-
salem: Your origin and your birth 
were in the land of the Canaan-
ites; your father was an Amorite, 
and your mother a Hittite. As for 
your birth, on the day you were 
born your navel cord was not 
cut, nor were you washed with 
water to cleanse you, nor rubbed 
with salt, nor wrapped in cloths. 
No eye pitied you, to do any of 
these things for you out of com-
passion for you; but you were 
thrown out in the open field, 
for you were abhorred on the 
day you were born.
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I passed by you, and saw you 
flailing about in your blood. As 
you lay in your blood, I said to 
you, “Live! and grow up like a 
plant of the field.”

You grew up and became tall 
and arrived at full womanhood; 
your breasts were formed, and 
your hair had grown; yet you 
were naked and bare. I passed 
by you again and looked on you; 
you were at the age for love. 
I spread the edge of my cloak 
over you, and covered your 
nakedness: I pledged myself 
to you and entered into a cov-
enant with you, says the Lord 
God, and you became mine.

Then I bathed you with water 
and washed off the blood from 
you, and anointed you with oil. 
I clothed you with embroidered 
cloth and with sandals of fine 
leather; I bound you in fine 
linen and covered you with rich 
fabric. I adorned you with orna-
ments: I put bracelets on your 
arms, a chain on your neck, 
a ring on your nose, earrings 
in your ears, and a beautiful 
crown upon your head.

You were adorned with gold 
and silver, while your clothing 
was of fine linen, rich fabric, 
and embroidered cloth. You had 
choice flour and honey and oil 
for food. You grew exceedingly 
beautiful, fit to be a queen. Your 
fame spread among the nations 
on account of your beauty, for 
it was perfect because of my 
splendour that I had bestowed 
on you, says the Lord God.

But you trusted in your beauty, 
and played the whore because 
of your fame, and lavished your 
whorings on any passer-by. Yet I 
will remember my covenant with 
you in the days of your youth, 
and I will establish with you an 
everlasting covenant in order that 
you may remember and be con-
founded, and never open your 
mouth again because of your 
shame, when I forgive you all that 
you have done, says the Lord God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks 
be to God.

or
Reading (Ezekiel 16.59-63)  
Thus says the Lord God: I will 
deal with you as you have done, 
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you who have despised the oath, 
breaking the covenant; yet I 
will remember my covenant 
with you in the days of your 
youth, and I will establish with 
you an everlasting covenant.

Then you will remember 
your ways, and be ashamed 
when I take your sisters, both 
your elder and your younger, 
and give them to you as daugh-
ters, but not on account of my 
covenant with you.

I will establish my covenant 
with you, and you shall know 
that I am the Lord, in order 
that you may remember and be 
confounded, and never open 
your mouth again because of 
your shame, when I forgive you 
all that you have done, says the 
Lord God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks 
be to God.

Responsorial Canticle  
(Isaiah 12)
Á . You have turned from your 

anger to comfort me.
Surely God is my salvation; 

I will trust, and will not be 

afraid, for the Lord God is my 
strength and my might; he has 
become my salvation.  Á . 

With joy you will draw water 
from the wells of salvation. And 
you will say in that day: Give 
thanks to the Lord, call on his 
name; make known his deeds 
among the nations.  Á . 

Proclaim that his name is 
exalted. Sing praises to the 
Lord, for he has done glori-
ously; let this be known in all 
the earth. Shout aloud and sing 
for joy, O royal Zion, for great 
in your midst is the Holy One 
of Israel.  Á . 

Acclamation (1 Thessalonians 2)
Alleluia. Alleluia. Receive this 
message not as human words, 
but as truly the word of God. 
Alleluia.

Gospel (Matthew 19.3-12)  
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. Glory to 
you, O Lord.

Some Pharisees came to 
Jesus, and to test him they asked, 
“Is it lawful for a man to divorce 
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his wife for any cause?” Jesus 
answered, “Have you not read 
that the one who made them 
at the beginning ‘made them 
male and female,’ and said, ‘For 
this reason a man shall leave 
his father and mother and be 
joined to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh’? So they 
are no longer two, but one flesh. 
Therefore what God has joined 
together, let no one separate.”

They said to him, “Why then 
did Moses command us to give 
a certificate of dismissal and 
to divorce her?” Jesus said to 
them, “It was because you were 
so hard-hearted that Moses 
allowed you to divorce your 
wives, but from the beginning 
it was not so. And I say to you, 
whoever divorces his wife, 
except for unchastity, and mar-
ries another commits adultery.”

His disciples said to him, “If 
such is the case of a man with his 
wife, it is better not to marry.” 
But Jesus said to them, “Not 
everyone can accept this teach-
ing, but only those to whom it 
is given. For there are eunuchs 

who have been so from birth, 
and there are eunuchs who have 
been made eunuchs by others, 
and there are eunuchs who 
have made themselves eunuchs 
for the sake of the kingdom of 
heaven. Let anyone accept this 
who can.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise 
to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer over the Offerings
We present our oblations to you, 
O Lord, humbly praying that 
we may learn from the exam-
ple of Saint Maximilian to offer 
our very lives to you. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Preface (Common, p. 16 or 
Martyrs, p. 14 or Pastors, p. 13)

Communion Antiphon
(Cf. Jn 15) Greater love has no 
one than to lay down his life 
for his friends, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
We pray, O Lord, that, renewed 
by the Body and Blood of your 
Son, we may be inflamed with 
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the same fire of charity that 
Saint Maximilian received from 

this holy banquet. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

When you kneel before an altar, do it in such a 
way that others may be able to recognize that you 
know before whom you kneel. —St. Maximilian Kolbe

SATURDAY AUGUST 15

Solemnity
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Roman Missal 909; Sunday Lectionary 622

the Western Church began to celebrate this feast around 650.  
See p. 175.

Entrance Antiphon
(Cf. Rev 12) A great sign appeared 
in heaven: a woman clothed 
with the sun, and the moon 
beneath her feet, and on her 
head a crown of twelve stars.

or
Let us all rejoice in the Lord, 
as we celebrate the feast day 
in honour of the Virgin Mary, 
at whose Assumption the 
Angels rejoice and praise the 
Son of God.
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