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THURSDAY JULY 23

Ferial
Roman Missal 463; Lectionary 398
or Saint Bridget

Throughout her life, Saint Bridget received visions and dreams and 
possessed gifts of prophecy and healing. See p. 167.

Entrance Antiphon
(Cf. Esther 4) Within your will, 
O Lord, all things are estab-
lished, and there is none that 
can resist your will. For you 
have made all things, the 
heaven and the earth, and all 
that is held within the circle 
of heaven; you are the Lord 
of all.

Collect
Almighty ever-living God, who 
in the abundance of your kind-
ness surpass the merits and the 
desires of those who entreat 
you, pour out your mercy upon 
us to pardon what conscience 
dreads and to give what prayer 
does not dare to ask. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Reading  
(Jeremiah 2.1-3, 7-8, 12-13)
The word of the Lord came to 
me, saying: Go and proclaim in 
the hearing of Jerusalem, Thus 
says the Lord: I remember the 
devotion of your youth, your 
love as a bride, how you fol-
lowed me in the wilderness, 
in a land not sown. Israel was 
holy to the Lord, the first fruits 
of his harvest. All who ate of it 
were held guilty; disaster came 
upon them, says the Lord.

I brought you into a plentiful 
land to eat its fruits and its good 
things. But when you entered 
you defiled my land, and made 
my heritage an abomination.
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The priests did not say, 
“Where is the Lord?” Those 
who handle the law did not 
know me; the rulers trans-
gressed against me; the proph-
ets prophesied by Baal, and 
went after things that do not 
profit. Be appalled, O heavens, 
at this, be shocked, be utterly 
desolate, says the Lord, for my 
people have committed two 
evils: they have forsaken me, 
the fountain of living water, 
and dug out cisterns for them-
selves, cracked cisterns that 
can hold no water.

The word of the Lord. Thanks 
be to God.

Responsorial Psalm  
(Psalm 36)
Á . You are the source of life, O 

Lord.
Your steadfast love, O Lord, 

extends to the heavens, your 
faithfulness to the clouds. Your 
righteousness is like the mighty 
mountains, your judgments are 
like the great deep.  Á . 

How precious is your stead-
fast love, O God! All people 

may take refuge in the shadow 
of your wings. They feast on 
the abundance of your house, 
and you give them drink from 
the river of your delights.  Á . 

For with you is the fountain 
of life; in your light we see light. 
O continue your steadfast love 
to those who know you, and 
your salvation to the upright of 
heart!  Á . 

Acclamation (Matthew 11)
Alleluia. Alleluia. Blessed are 
you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth; you have revealed to 
little ones the mysteries of the 
kingdom. Alleluia.

Gospel  
(Matthew 13.10-17)
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. Glory to 
you, O Lord.

The disciples came and 
asked Jesus, “Why do you speak 
to the people in parables?” He 
answered, “To you it has been 
given to know the secrets of the 
kingdom of heaven, but to them 
it has not been given.
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“For to those who have, 
more will be given, and they 
will have an abundance; but 
from those who have nothing, 
even what they have will be 
taken away. The reason I speak 
to them in parables is that ‘see-
ing they do not perceive, and 
hearing they do not listen, nor 
do they understand.’

“With them indeed is ful-
filled the prophecy of Isaiah 
that says: ‘You will indeed lis-
ten, but never understand, and 
you will indeed look, but never 
perceive. For this people’s heart 
has grown dull, and their ears 
are hard of hearing, and they 
have shut their eyes; so that 
they might not look with their 
eyes, and listen with their ears, 
and understand with their 
heart and turn — and I would 
heal them.’

“But blessed are your eyes, 
for they see, and your ears, for 
they hear. Truly I tell you, many 
prophets and righteous people 
longed to see what you see, but 
did not see it, and to hear what 
you hear, but did not hear it.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise 
to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer over the Offerings
Accept, O Lord, we pray, the 
sacrifices instituted by your 
commands and, through the 
sacred mysteries, which we 
celebrate with dutiful service, 
graciously complete the sanc-
tifying work by which you are 
pleased to redeem us. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Communion Antiphon
(Lam 3) The Lord is good to 
those who hope in him, to the 
soul that seeks him.

or
(Cf. 1 Cor 10) Though many, 
we are one bread, one body, 
for we all partake of the one 
Bread and one Chalice.

Prayer after Communion
Grant us, almighty God, that we 
may be refreshed and nourished 
by the Sacrament which we have 
received, so as to be transformed 
into what we consume. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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We must often draw the comparison between time 
and eternity. This is the remedy of all our troubles. 

How small will the present moment appear when 
we enter that great ocean. —St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

FRIDAY JULY 24

Ferial
Roman Missal 464; Lectionary 399
or Saint Sharbel Makhluf

Saint Sharbel Makhluf is known for his devotion to the Blessed 
Sacrament. See p. 168.

Entrance Antiphon
(Ps 129) If you, O Lord, should 
mark iniquities, Lord, who 
could stand? But with you is 
found forgiveness, O God of 
Israel.

Collect
May your grace, O Lord, we 
pray, at all times go before us 
and follow after and make us 

always determined to carry out 
good works. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Reading (Jeremiah 3.14-17)  
Return, O faithless children, 
says the Lord, for I am your 
master; I will take you, one from 

FRIDAY JULY 24


