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MONDAY MARCH 1 
2nd Week of Lent

Ferial
Roman Missal 213; Lectionary 230

Entrance Antiphon
(Cf. Ps 25) Redeem me, O Lord, 
and have mercy on me. My 
foot stands on level ground; 
I will bless the Lord in the 
assembly.

Collect
O God, who have taught us to 
chasten our bodies for the heal-
ing of our souls, enable us, we 
pray, to abstain from all sins, 
and strengthen our hearts to 
carry out your loving com-
mands. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

Reading  
(Daniel 9.3, 4b-10)
I, Daniel, turned to the Lord 
God, to seek an answer by 
prayer and supplication with 
fasting and sackcloth and ashes. 

I prayed to the Lord my God 
and made confession, saying,

“Ah, Lord, great and awe-
some God, keeping covenant 
and steadfast love with those 
who love you and keep your 
commandments, we have 
sinned and done wrong, acted 
wickedly and rebelled, turning 
aside from your command-
ments and ordinances. We 
have not listened to your serv-
ants the prophets, who spoke 
in your name to our kings, our 
princes, and our ancestors, and 
to all the people of the land.

“Righteousness is on your 
side, O Lord, but open shame, as 
at this day, falls on us, the peo-
ple of Judah, the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, and all Israel, those 
who are near and those who 
are far away, in all the lands to 
which you have driven them, 
because of the treachery that 
they have committed against 
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you. Open shame, O Lord, falls 
on us, our kings, our officials, 
and our ancestors, because we 
have sinned against you.

“To the Lord our God belong 
mercy and forgiveness, for we 
have rebelled against him, and 
have not obeyed the voice of the 
Lord our God by following his 
laws, which he set before us by 
his servants the prophets.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks 
be to God.

Responsorial Psalm  
(Psalm 79)
Á . Lord, do not deal with us as 

our sins deserve.
Do not remember against 

us the iniquities of our ances-
tors; let your compassion come 
speedily to meet us, for we are 
brought very low.  Á .

Help us, O God of our salva-
tion, for the glory of your name; 
deliver us, and forgive our sins, 
for your name’s sake.  Á .

Let the groans of the prison-
ers come before you; according 
to your great power preserve 
those doomed to die. Then we 

your people, the flock of your 
pasture, will give thanks to 
you forever; from generation 
to generation we will recount 
your praise.  Á .

Acclamation (John 6)
Praise and honour to you, 
Lord Jesus Christ! Your 
words, Lord, are spirit and life; 
you have the words of everlast-
ing life. Praise and honour to 
you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel  
(Luke 6.36-38)
A reading from the holy Gos-
pel according to Luke. Glory to 
you, O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples: “Be 
merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful. Do not judge, and you 
will not be judged; do not con-
demn, and you will not be con-
demned. Forgive, and you will be 
forgiven; give, and it will be given 
to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running 
over, will be put into your lap; 
for the measure you give will be 
the measure you get back.”

MONDAY MARCH 1
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The Gospel of the Lord. Praise 
to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer over the Offerings
Accept in your goodness these 
our prayers, O Lord, and set 
free from worldly attractions 
those you allow to serve the 
heavenly mysteries. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Communion Antiphon
(Lk 6) Be merciful, as your 
Father is merciful, says the 
Lord.

Prayer after Communion
May this Communion, O Lord, 
cleanse us of wrongdoing and 
make us heirs to the joy of 
heaven. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Prayer over the People 
(Optional)
Confirm the hearts of your 
faithful, O Lord, we pray, and 
strengthen them by the power 
of your grace, that they may 
be constant in making suppli-
cation to you and sincere in 
love for one another. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

We need to find God, and God cannot be found 
in noise and restlessness. —St. Teresa of Calcutta

MONDAY MARCH 1
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TUESDAY MARCH 2

Ferial
Roman Missal 214; Lectionary 231

Entrance Antiphon
(Cf. Ps 12) Give light to my eyes 
lest I fall asleep in death, lest 
my enemy say: I have over-
come him.

Collect
Guard your Church, we pray, O 
Lord, in your unceasing mercy, 
and, since without you mortal 
humanity is sure to fall, may we 
be kept by your constant helps 
from all harm and directed to all 
that brings salvation. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Reading  
(Isaiah 1.10, 16-20, 27-28, 31)
The vision of Isaiah, son of 
Amoz, concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. Hear the word of 
the Lord, you rulers of Sodom! 
Listen to the teaching of our 
God, you people of Gomorrah!

Wash yourselves; make 
yourselves clean; remove the 
evil of your doings from before 
my eyes; cease to do evil, learn 
to do good; seek justice, res-
cue the oppressed, defend the 
orphan, plead for the widow. 
Come now, let us argue it out, 
says the Lord: though your sins 
are like scarlet, they shall be 
like snow; though they are red 
like crimson, they shall become 
like wool.

If you are willing and obe-
dient, you shall eat the good of 
the land; but if you refuse and 
rebel, you shall be devoured 
by the sword; for the mouth 
of the Lord has spoken. Zion 
shall be redeemed by justice, 
and those in her who repent, 
by righteousness. But rebels 
and sinners shall be destroyed 
together, and those who forsake 
the Lord shall be consumed.

The strong shall become 
like tinder, and their work like 
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a spark; they and their work 
shall burn together, with no 
one to quench them.

The word of the Lord. Thanks 
be to God.

Responsorial Psalm  
(Psalm 50)
Á . To the upright I will show 

the saving power of God.
Not for your sacrifices do I 

rebuke you; your burnt offer-
ings are continually before me. 
I will not accept a bull from 
your house, or goats from your 
folds.  Á .

What right have you to 
recite my statutes, or take my 
covenant on your lips? For you 
hate discipline, and you cast my 
words behind you.  Á .

These things you have done 
and I have been silent; you 
thought that I was one just like 
yourself. But now I rebuke you, 
and lay the charge before you.  Á .

Those who bring thanks-
giving as their sacrifice honour 
me; to those who go the right 
way I will show the salvation of 
God.  Á .

Acclamation (Ezekiel 18)
Praise and honour to you, 
Lord Jesus Christ! Rid your-
selves of all your sins and make 
a new heart and a new spirit. 
Praise and honour to you, 
Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel  
(Matthew 23.1-12)
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. Glory to 
you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the crowds and 
to his disciples, “The scribes 
and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ 
chair; therefore, do whatever 
they teach you and follow it; 
but do not do as they do, for 
they do not practise what they 
teach. They tie up heavy bur-
dens, hard to bear, and lay them 
on the shoulders of others; but 
they themselves are unwilling 
to lift a finger to move them. 
They do all their deeds to be 
seen by others; for they make 
their phylacteries broad and 
their fringes long. They love to 
have the place of honour at ban-
quets and the best seats in the 

TUESDAY MARCH 2
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synagogues, and to be greeted 
with respect in the market-
places, and to have people call 
them rabbi.

“But you are not to be called 
rabbi, for you have one teacher, 
and you are all students. And 
call no one your father on 
earth, for you have one Father 
— the one in heaven. Nor are 
you to be called instructors, 
for you have one instructor, the 
Messiah. The greatest among 
you will be your servant. All 
who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and all who humble 
themselves will be exalted.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise 
to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer over the Offerings
Be pleased to work your sancti-
fication within us by means of 
these mysteries, O Lord, and by 
it may we be cleansed of earthly 
faults and led to the gifts of 

heaven. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Communion Antiphon
(Ps 9) I will recount all your 
wonders. I will rejoice in you 
and be glad, and sing psalms 
to your name, O Most High.

Prayer after Communion
May the refreshment of this 
sacred table, O Lord, we pray, 
bring us an increase in devout-
ness of life and the constant help 
of your work of conciliation. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer over the People 
(Optional)
Graciously hear the cries of your 
faithful, O Lord, and relieve the 
weariness of their souls, that, 
having received your forgive-
ness, they may ever rejoice in 
your blessing. Through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

Lent comes providentially to reawaken us,  
to shake us from our lethargy. —Pope Francis

TUESDAY MARCH 2
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WEDNESDAY MARCH 3

Ferial
Roman Missal 215; Lectionary 232

Entrance Antiphon
(Cf. Ps 37) Forsake me not, O 
Lord! My God, be not far from 
me! Make haste and come to 
my help, O Lord, my strong 
salvation!

Collect
Keep your family, O Lord, 
schooled always in good works, 
and so comfort them with your 
protection here as to lead them 
graciously to gifts on high. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.

Reading  
(Jeremiah 18.18-20) 
The enemies of the prophet said: 
“Come, let us make plots against 
Jeremiah — for instruction shall 
not perish from the priest, nor 
counsel from the wise, nor the 
word from the prophet. Come, 

let us bring charges against him, 
let us not heed any of his words.”

Jeremiah prayed to the Lord 
in these words: “Give heed to 
me, O Lord, and listen to what 
my adversaries say! Is evil a rec-
ompense for good? Yet they have 
dug a pit for my life. Remember 
how I stood before you to speak 
good for them, to turn away 
your wrath from them.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks 
be to God.

Responsorial Psalm  
(Psalm 31)
Á . Save me, O Lord, in your 

steadfast love.
Take me out of the net that is 

hidden for me, for you are my 
refuge. Into your hand I commit 
my spirit; you have redeemed 
me, O Lord, faithful God.  Á .

For I hear the whispering of 
many — terror all around! — as 
they scheme together against me, 
as they plot to take my life.  Á .
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But I trust in you, O Lord; 
I say, “You are my God.” My 
times are in your hand; deliver 
me from the hand of my ene-
mies and persecutors.  Á .

Acclamation (John 8)
Praise and honour to you, 
Lord Jesus Christ! I am the 
light of the world, says the 
Lord; whoever follows me will 
have the light of life. Praise 
and honour to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ!

Gospel  
(Matthew 20.17-28)
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. Glory to 
you, O Lord.

As Jesus was going up to 
Jerusalem, he took the twelve 
disciples aside by themselves, 
and said to them on the way, 
“See, we are going up to Jerusa-
lem, and the Son of Man will be 
handed over to the chief priests 
and scribes, and they will con-
demn him to death; then they 
will hand him over to the Gen-
tiles to be mocked and flogged 

and crucified; and on the third 
day he will be raised.”

Then the mother of the sons 
of Zebedee came to Jesus with 
her sons, and kneeling before 
him, she asked a favour of him. 
And he said to her, “What do 
you want?” She said to him, 
“Declare that these two sons of 
mine will sit, one at your right 
hand and one at your left, in 
your kingdom.”

But Jesus answered, “You do 
not know what you are asking. 
Are you able to drink the cup 
that I am about to drink?” They 
said to him, “We are able.”

Jesus said to them, “You will 
indeed drink my cup, but to sit 
at my right hand and at my left, 
this is not mine to grant, but 
it is for those for whom it has 
been prepared by my Father.”

When the ten heard it, they 
were angry with the two broth-
ers. But Jesus called them to 
him and said, “You know that 
the rulers of the Gentiles lord 
it over them, and their great 
ones are tyrants over them. It 
will not be so among you; but 

WEDNESDAY MARCH 3
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whoever wishes to be great 
among you must be your serv-
ant, and whoever wishes to be 
first among you must be your 
slave; just as the Son of Man 
came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life a ran-
som for many.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise 
to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer over the Offerings
Look with favour, Lord, on the 
sacrificial gifts we offer you, 
and by this holy exchange undo 
the bonds of our sins. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Communion Antiphon
(Mt 20) The Son of Man did 
not come to be served but to 

serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, O Lord our 
God, that what you have given 
us as the pledge of immortality 
may work for our eternal salva-
tion. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Prayer over the People 
(Optional)
Bestow upon your servants, 
Lord, abundance of grace 
and protection; grant health 
of mind and body; grant full-
ness of fraternal charity, and 
make them always devoted to 
you. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Acquire the Holy Spirit and thousands around 
you will acquire salvation. —St. Seraphim Sarov

WEDNESDAY MARCH 3
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THURSDAY MARCH 4

Ferial
Roman Missal 216; Lectionary 233
or Saint Casimir

Entrance Antiphon
(Cf. Ps 138) Test me, O God, and 
know my thoughts. See that 
my path is not wicked, and 
lead me in the way everlasting.

Collect
O God, who delight in inno-
cence and restore it, direct the 
hearts of your servants to your-
self, that, caught up in the fire 
of your Spirit, we may be found 
steadfast in faith and effective 
in works. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

Reading  
(Jeremiah 17.5-10) 
Thus says the Lord: Cursed are 
those who trust in mere mor-
tals and make mere flesh their 
strength, whose hearts turn 

away from the Lord. They shall 
be like a shrub in the desert, and 
shall not see when relief comes. 
They shall live in the parched 
places of the wilderness, in an 
uninhabited salt land.

Blessed are those who trust in 
the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. 
They shall be like a tree planted 
by water, sending out its roots 
by the stream. It shall not fear 
when heat comes, and its leaves 
shall stay green; in the year of 
drought it is not anxious, and it 
does not cease to bear fruit.

The heart is devious above 
all else; it is perverse — who 
can understand it? I the Lord 
test the mind and search the 
heart, to give to all according 
to their ways, according to the 
fruit of their doings.

The word of the Lord. Thanks 
be to God.
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Responsorial Psalm  
(Psalm 1)
Á . Happy are they who hope 

in the Lord.
Happy are those who do not 

follow the advice of the wicked, 
or take the path that sinners 
tread, or sit in the seat of scoff-
ers; but their delight is in the 
law of the Lord, and on his law 
they meditate day and night.  Á .

They are like trees planted 
by streams of water, which yield 
their fruit in its season, and 
their leaves do not wither. In all 
that they do, they prosper.  Á .

The wicked are not so, but 
are like chaff that the wind 
drives away. For the Lord 
watches over the way of the 
righteous, but the way of the 
wicked will perish.  Á .

Acclamation (See Luke 8)
Praise and honour to you, 
Lord Jesus Christ! Blessed are 
they who have kept the word 
with a generous heart and yield 
a harvest through persever-
ance. Praise and honour to 
you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel  
(Luke 16.19-31) 
A reading from the holy Gos-
pel according to Luke. Glory to 
you, O Lord.

Jesus told this parable to 
those among the Pharisees who 
loved money:

“There was a rich man who 
was dressed in purple and fine 
linen and who feasted sumptu-
ously every day. And at his gate 
lay a poor man named Lazarus, 
covered with sores, who longed 
to satisfy his hunger with what 
fell from the rich man’s table; 
even the dogs would come and 
lick his sores.

“The poor man died and 
was carried away by the angels 
to be with Abraham. The rich 
man also died and was buried. 
In Hades, where he was being 
tormented, he looked up and 
saw Abraham far away with 
Lazarus by his side. He called 
out, ‘Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus 
to dip the tip of his finger in 
water and cool my tongue; for 
I am in agony in these flames.’

THURSDAY MARCH 4
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“But Abraham said, ‘Child, 
remember that during your 
lifetime you received your good 
things, and Lazarus in like 
manner evil things; but now 
he is comforted here, and you 
are in agony. Besides all this, 
between you and us a great 
chasm has been fixed, so that 
those who might want to pass 
from here to you cannot do 
so, and no one can cross from 
there to us.’

“The man who had been rich 
said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to 
send him to my father’s house 
— for I have five brothers — 
that he may warn them, so that 
they will not also come into this 
place of torment.’

“Abraham replied, ‘They 
have Moses and the prophets; 
they should listen to them.’ He 
said, ‘No, father Abraham; but 
if someone goes to them from 
the dead, they will repent.’ 
Abraham said to him, ‘If they 
do not listen to Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be 
convinced even if someone 
rises from the dead.’”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise 
to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer over the Offerings
By this present sacrifice, we 
pray, O Lord, sanctify our obser-
vance, that what Lenten disci-
pline outwardly declares it may 
inwardly bring about. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Communion Antiphon
(Ps 118) Blessed are those 
whose way is blameless, who 
walk in the law of the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
May this sacrifice, O God, 
remain active in its effects 
and work ever more strongly 
within us. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Prayer over the People 
(Optional)
Abide with your servants, O 
Lord, who implore the help of 
your grace, that they may receive 
from you the support and guid-
ance of your protection. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

THURSDAY MARCH 4
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Give me a person of prayer, and such a one will be 
capable of accomplishing anything. —St. Vincent de Paul

FRIDAY MARCH 5 
World Day of Prayer

Ferial
Roman Missal 217; Lectionary 234

Entrance Antiphon
(Cf. Ps 30) In you, O Lord, I put 
my trust, let me never be put 
to shame; release me from the 
snare they have hidden for me, 
for you indeed are my refuge.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God, 
that, purifying us by the sacred 
practice of penance, you may 
lead us in sincerity of heart to 
attain the holy things to come. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.

Reading  
(Genesis 37.3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28)
Israel loved Joseph more than 
any other of his children, 
because he was the son of his 
old age; and he had made him 
a long robe with sleeves. But 
when his brothers saw that 
their father loved him more 
than all his brothers, they 
hated him, and could not speak 
peaceably to him.

Now his brothers went to 
pasture their father’s flock near 
Shechem. And Israel said to 
Joseph, “Are not your brothers 
pasturing the flock at Shechem? 
Come, I will send you to them.”

FRIDAY MARCH 5
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So Joseph went after his 
brothers, and found them at 
Dothan. They saw him from a 
distance, and before he came 
near to them, they conspired 
to kill him. They said to one 
another, “Here comes this 
dreamer. Come now, let us kill 
him and throw him into one of 
the pits; then we shall say that 
a wild animal has devoured 
him, and we shall see what will 
become of his dreams.”

But when Reuben heard it, he 
delivered him out of their hands, 
saying, “Let us not take his life.” 
Reuben said to them, “Shed no 
blood; throw him into this pit 
here in the wilderness, but lay 
no hand on him” — that he might 
rescue him out of their hand and 
restore him to his father.

So when Joseph came to his 
brothers, they stripped him 
of his robe, the long robe with 
sleeves that he wore; and they 
took him and threw him into 
a pit. The pit was empty; there 
was no water in it.

Then they sat down to eat; 
and looking up they saw a 

caravan of Ishmaelites coming 
from Gilead, with their camels 
carrying gum, balm, and resin, 
on their way to carry it down to 
Egypt. Then Judah said to his 
brothers, “What profit is it if 
we kill our brother and conceal 
his blood? Come, let us sell him 
to the Ishmaelites, and not lay 
our hands on him, for he is our 
brother, our own flesh.” And 
his brothers agreed.

When some Midianite trad-
ers passed by, they drew Joseph 
up, lifting him out of the pit, 
and sold him to the Ishmaelites 
for twenty pieces of silver. And 
they took Joseph to Egypt.

The word of the Lord. Thanks 
be to God.

Responsorial Psalm  
(Psalm 105)
Á . Remember the marvels the 

Lord has done.
When God summoned fam-

ine against the land, and broke 
every staff of bread, he had sent 
a man ahead of them, Joseph, 
who was sold as a slave.  Á .

FRIDAY MARCH 5
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His feet were hurt with fet-
ters, his neck was put in a col-
lar of iron; until what he had 
said came to pass, the word of 
the Lord kept testing him.  Á .

The king sent and released 
him; the ruler of the peoples set 
him free. He made him lord of 
his house, and ruler of all his 
possessions.  Á .

Acclamation (John 3)
Praise and honour to you, 
Lord Jesus Christ! God loved 
the world so much, he gave 
us his only Son, that all who 
believe in him might have eter-
nal life. Praise and honour to 
you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel  
(Matthew 21.33-43, 45-46)
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew. Glory to 
you, O Lord.

Jesus entered the temple; 
and as he was teaching, the 
chiefs priests and the Phari-
sees came to him. Jesus said 
to them: “Listen to a parable. 
There was a landowner who 

planted a vineyard, put a fence 
around it, dug a wine press in 
it, and built a watchtower. Then 
he leased it to tenants and went 
to another country. When the 
harvest time had come, he sent 
his slaves to the tenants to col-
lect his produce. But the ten-
ants seized his slaves and beat 
one, killed another, and stoned 
another. Again he sent other 
slaves, more than the first; and 
they treated them in the same 
way. Finally he sent his son to 
them, saying, ‘They will respect 
my son.’ But when the tenants 
saw the son, they said to them-
selves, ‘The heir; come, let us 
kill him and get his inheritance.’ 
So they seized him, threw him 
out of the vineyard, and killed 
him. Now when the owner of 
the vineyard comes, what will 
he do to those tenants?”

The chief priests and the 
Pharisees said to Jesus, “He 
will put those wretches to a 
miserable death, and lease the 
vineyard to other tenants who 
will give him the produce at the 
harvest time.”

FRIDAY MARCH 5
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Jesus said to them, “Have 
you never read in the scrip-
tures: ‘The stone that the build-
ers rejected has become the cor-
nerstone; this was the Lord’s 
doing, and it is amazing in our 
eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the 
kingdom of God will be taken 
away from you and given to a 
people that produces the fruits 
of the kingdom. The one who 
falls on this stone will be bro-
ken to pieces; and it will crush 
anyone on whom it falls.”

When the chief priests and 
the Pharisees heard his para-
bles, they realized that he was 
speaking about them. They 
wanted to arrest him, but they 
feared the crowds, because they 
regarded him as a prophet.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise 
to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer over the Offerings
May your merciful grace pre-
pare your servants, O God, for 

the worthy celebration of these 
mysteries, and lead them to it 
by a devout way of life. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Communion Antiphon
(1 Jn 4) God loved us, and sent 
his Son as expiation for our 
sins.

Prayer after Communion
Having received this pledge 
of eternal salvation, we pray, 
O Lord, that we may set our 
course so well as to attain 
the redemption you prom-
ise. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Prayer over the People 
(Optional)
Grant your people, O Lord, 
we pray, health of mind and 
body, that by constancy in good 
deeds they may always merit 
the defence of your protection. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

No one heals himself by wounding another. —St. Ambrose
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Ferial
Roman Missal 218; Lectionary 235

Entrance Antiphon
(Ps 144) The Lord is kind and full 
of compassion, slow to anger, 
abounding in mercy. How good 
is the Lord to all, compassion-
ate to all his creatures.

Collect
O God, who grant us by glori-
ous healing remedies while still 
on earth to be partakers of the 
things of heaven, guide us, we 
pray, through this present life 
and bring us to that light in 
which you dwell. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Reading  
(Micah 7.14-15, 18-20)
Micah prayed to the Lord in 
these words: “Shepherd your 
people with your staff, the flock 
that belongs to you, which lives 

alone in a forest in the midst 
of a garden land; let them feed 
in Bashan and Gilead as in the 
days of old.

“As in the days when you 
came out of the land of Egypt, 
show us marvellous things. 
Who is a God like you, par-
doning iniquity and passing 
over the transgression of the 
remnant of your possession? 
He does not retain his anger 
forever, because he delights in 
showing clemency.

“He will again have compas-
sion upon us; he will tread our 
iniquities under foot. You will 
cast all our sins into the depths 
of the sea. You will show faith-
fulness to Jacob and unswerv-
ing loyalty to Abraham, as you 
have sworn to our ancestors 
from the days of old.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks 
be to God.
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Responsorial Psalm  
(Psalm 103)
Á . The Lord is kind and mer-

ciful.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and all that is within me, bless 
his holy name. Bless the Lord, 
O my soul, and do not forget all 
his benefits.  Á .

The Lord, who forgives all 
your iniquity, who heals all your 
diseases, who redeems your life 
from the Pit, who crowns you 
with steadfast love and mercy.  Á .

The Lord will not always 
accuse, nor will he keep his 
anger forever. He does not deal 
with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our 
iniquities.  Á .

For as the heavens are high 
above the earth, so great is his 
steadfast love toward those 
who fear him; as far as the east 
is from the west, so far the Lord 
removes our transgressions 
from us.  Á .

Acclamation (Luke 15)
Praise and honour to you, 
Lord Jesus Christ! I will rise 

and go to my father and tell him: 
Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. Praise 
and honour to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ!

Gospel (Luke 15.1-3, 11-32)  
A reading from the holy Gos-
pel according to Luke. Glory to 
you, O Lord.

Now all the tax collectors 
and sinners were coming near 
to listen to Jesus. And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were 
grumbling and saying, “This 
fellow welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.”

So Jesus told them this para-
ble: “There was a man who had 
two sons. The younger of them 
said to his father, ‘Father, give 
me the share of the property that 
will belong to me.’ So he divided 
his property between them. A 
few days later the younger son 
gathered all he had and trav-
elled to a distant country, and 
there he squandered his prop-
erty in dissolute living.

“When he had spent 
everything, a severe famine 
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took place throughout that 
country, and he began to be 
in need. So he went and hired 
himself out to one of the citizens 
of that country, who sent him 
to his fields to feed the pigs. He 
would gladly have filled him-
self with the pods that the pigs 
were eating; and no one gave 
him anything.

“But when he came to him-
self he said, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired hands have bread 
enough and to spare, but here 
I am dying of hunger! I will get 
up and go to my father, and I will 
say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I 
am no longer worthy to be called 
your son; treat me like one of 
your hired hands.”’

“So he set off and went to his 
father. But while he was still far 
off, his father saw him and was 
filled with compassion; he ran 
and put his arms around him 
and kissed him.

“Then the son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am 
no longer worthy to be called 

your son.’ But the father said 
to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out 
a robe — the best one — and 
put it on him; put a ring on his 
finger and sandals on his feet. 
And get the fatted calf and kill 
it, and let us eat and celebrate; 
for this son of mine was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost 
and is found!’ And they began 
to celebrate.

“Now his elder son was in 
the field; and when he came 
and approached the house, he 
heard music and dancing. He 
called one of the slaves and 
asked what was going on. He 
replied, ‘Your brother has come, 
and your father has killed the 
fatted calf, because he has got 
him back safe and sound.’

“Then he became angry and 
refused to go in. His father 
came out and began to plead 
with him. But he answered 
his father, ‘Listen! For all these 
years I have been working like 
a slave for you, and I have never 
disobeyed your command; yet 
you have never given me even 
a young goat so that I might 

SATURDAY MARCH 6



52 M A R C H  2 0 2 1 livingwithchrist.ca

celebrate with my friends. But 
when this son of yours came 
back, who has devoured your 
property with prostitutes, you 
killed the fatted calf for him!’

“Then the father said to him, 
‘Son, you are always with me, 
and all that is mine is yours. But 
we had to celebrate and rejoice, 
because this brother of yours 
was dead and has come to life; he 
was lost and has been found.’”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise 
to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer over the Offerings
Through these sacred gifts, we 
pray, O Lord, may our redemp-
tion yield its fruits, restraining 
us from unruly desires and 
leading us onward to the gifts 
of salvation. Through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

Communion Antiphon
(Lk 15) You must rejoice, my 
son, for your brother was 
dead and has come to life; he 
was lost and is found.

Prayer after Communion
May your divine Sacrament, O 
Lord, which we have received 
fill the inner depths of our heart 
and, by its working mightily 
within us, make us partakers 
of its grace. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Prayer over the People 
(Optional)
May the ears of your mercy be 
open, O Lord, to the prayers of 
those who call upon you; and 
that you may grant what they 
desire, have them ask what 
is pleasing to you. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Before prayer, endeavour to realize whose 
presence you are approaching and to whom 

you are about to speak. —St. Teresa of Avila
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