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SUNDAY MARCH 21 
National Collection for Development & Peace

5th Sunday of Lent

Acknowledgment, openness And 
acceptance of what God wants 
of us are central to what it 
means to be a Christian.

Our Lenten prayer and 
fasting give us the strength to 
remain open to understanding 
what God wants of us, acknowl-
edging God’s purifying grace 
that will wash us thoroughly 
“from our iniquity and cleanse 
us from our sin,” and accept-
ing God’s will with “a new and 
right spirit.”

Through this willingness to 
be ever open to God’s call, we 
enter into a new covenant and 
a new life, one in which God is 
our guarantor. It is only when we 
allow God to write in our hearts 
what is being asked of us that our 
covenant with God is assured.

In the Annunciation (which 
we commemorate later this 
week), Mary gives us a magnif-
icent example of acknowledg-
ing God’s invitation, opening 
her heart and accepting what 
she is being called to do. Our 
response, like Mary’s, must be 
unreserved and unconditional.

Even Jesus “in the days of 
his flesh” offered up prayers 
and supplications. We need to 
acknowledge that we must die to 
ourselves and be open to God’s 
word. Through our acceptance 
we will “bear much fruit.”

Let us remember, as the Gos-
pel reminds us, that when Christ 
is lifted up, we will also share in 
the glory of his resurrection.

Jack Panozzo 
Toronto, ON
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Parishes engaged in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
may celebrate the 3rd Scrutiny today (p. 129).

Roman Missal p. 239; Sunday Lectionary p. 180

Entrance Antiphon (Cf. Psalm 42.1-2)
Give me justice, O God, and plead my cause against a nation 
that is faithless. From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, for 
you, O God, are my strength.

Introductory Rites (p. 5)

Collect
By your help, we beseech you, Lord our God, may we walk eagerly 
in that same charity with which, out of love for the world, your 
Son handed himself over to death. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading (Jeremiah 31.31-34)  
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, 
when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 
It will not be like the covenant that I made with their fathers 
when I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt — 
a covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, 
says the Lord.

SUNDAY MARCH 21



livingwithchrist.ca 125L I V I N G  W I T H  C H R I S T

But this is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
says the Lord: 
I will put my law within them, 
and I will write it on their hearts; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 
“Know the Lord,” 
for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; 
for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and remember their sin no more.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 51)  
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Á . Create in me a clean heart, O God.

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your stead·-fast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out my · trans-gressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my · in-iquity, 
and cleanse me · from my sin.  Á .
Create in me a clean heart, · O God, 
and put a new and right spirit · with-in_me. 
Do not cast me away from · your presence, 
and do not take your holy · spirit from me.  Á .
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Á . Create in me a clean heart, O God.

Restore to me the joy of your · sal-vation, 
and sustain in me a will·-ing spirit. 
Then I will teach transgressors · your ways, 
and sinners will re·-turn to you.  Á .

©2009 Gordon Johnston/Novalis

Second Reading (Hebrews 5.7-9)  
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, 
with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him 
from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 
Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he 
suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of 
eternal salvation for all who obey him.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (John 12.26)
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ! Whoever serves me 
must follow me, says the Lord; where I am, there will my servant 
be also. Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel (John 12.20-33)  
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, 
O Lord.

Among those who went up to worship at the festival were 
some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 
Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went 
and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 
Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
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earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit. The person who loves their life loses it, and the person 
who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.

“Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will 
my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour.

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say — ‘Father, 
save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come 
to this hour. Father, glorify your name.”

Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will 
glorify it again.”

The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. 
Others said, “An Angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This 
voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of 
this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, 
when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”

Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Profession of Faith (p. 8)

Prayer of the Faithful
The following intentions are suggestions only. There are more suggestions 
at www.livingwithchrist.ca

Á . Lord, hear our prayer.

For the Church, as we reflect and act upon the words of Jesus 
today, we pray to the Lord:  Á .
For governments, responsible for ensuring a life of dignity for all, 
we pray to the Lord:  Á .
For the women, men and children throughout the world who 
struggle through each day, we pray to the Lord:  Á .
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For our community, thirsting for justice and the courage to 
express our solidarity with the poor this Lent, we pray to the 
Lord:  Á .

Preparation of the Gifts (p. 10)

Prayer over the Offerings
Hear us, almighty God, and, having instilled in your servants the 
teachings of the Christian faith, graciously purify them by the 
working of this sacrifice. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Preface (Lent I-II, p. 11)

Communion Antiphon (John 12.24)
Amen, Amen I say to you: Unless a grain of wheat falls to the 
ground and dies, it remains a single grain. But if it dies, it bears 
much fruit.

Prayer after Communion
We pray, almighty God, that we may always be counted among the 
members of Christ, in whose Body and Blood we have communion. 
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

Prayer over the People
Bless, O Lord, your people, who long for the gift of your mercy, and 
grant that what, at your prompting, they desire they may receive 
by your generous gift. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing and Dismissal (p. 31)
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Christian Initiation: 3rd Scrutiny

Roman Missal p. 1121; Sunday Lectionary p. 136

Entrance Antiphon (Cf. Psalm 17.5-7)
The waves of death rose about me; the pains of the netherworld 
surrounded me. In my anguish I called to the Lord; and from 
his holy temple he heard my voice.

Introductory Rites (p. 5)

Collect
Grant, O Lord, to these chosen ones that, instructed in the holy 
mysteries, they may receive new life at the font of Baptism and 
be numbered among the members of your Church. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading (Ezekiel 37.12-14)  
Thus says the Lord God: “I am going to open your graves, and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you 
back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O 
my people.

“I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 
place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, 
have spoken and will act,” says the Lord.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 130)  
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Á . With the Lord there is steadfast love 
 and great power to redeem.

Out of the depths I cry to you, O · Lord. 
Lord, hear · my voice! 
Let your ears be at·-tentive 
to the voice of my sup·-pli-cations!  Á .
If you, O Lord, should mark in·-iquities, 
Lord, who · could stand? 
But there is forgiveness with · you, 
so that you may be · re-vered.  Á .
I wait for the · Lord, 
my soul waits, and in his word · I hope; 
my soul waits for the · Lord 
more than watchmen for · the morning.  Á .
For with the Lord there is steadfast · love, 
and with him is great power to · re-deem. 
It is he who will redeem · Israel 
from all its · in-iquities.  Á .

©2009 Gordon Johnston/Novalis
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Second Reading (Romans 8.8-11)  
Brothers and sisters: Those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God. But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit 
of Christ does not belong to him.

But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, 
the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

If the Spirit of God who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your 
mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (John 11.25, 26)
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ! I am the resurrection 
and the life, says the Lord; whoever believes in me will never die. 
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel (John 11.1-45)  
For the shorter version, omit the parts in brackets [ ].
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, 
O Lord.

[Now a certain man, Lazarus, was ill. He was from Bethany, the 
village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who 
anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her 
hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So]

The sisters [of Lazarus] sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom 
you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard this, he said, “This illness 
does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of 
God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus 
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was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then 
after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.”

[The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the people there were just 
now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus 
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 
walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light 
of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because 
the light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken 
him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he 
will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his 
death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 
Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I 
am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go 
to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow 
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”]

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in 
the tomb four days.

[Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and 
many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 
about their brother.]

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 
while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that 
God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your 
brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, even though they 
die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that 
you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”
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[When she had said this, she went back and called her sister 
Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling 
for you.” And when Mary heard it, she got up quickly and went 
to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at 
the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with 
her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go 
out. They followed her because they thought that she was going 
to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was 
and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw 
her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he]

[Jesus] was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, 
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 
see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved 
him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes 
of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was 
a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away 
the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, 
already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus 
said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see 
the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 
upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew 
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.”

When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
“Unbind him, and let him go.”

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had 
seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Profession of Faith (p. 8)

Prayer of the Faithful (p. 127)

Preparation of the Gifts (p. 10)

Prayer over the Offerings
Hear us, almighty God, and, having instilled in your servants the 
first fruits of the Christian faith, graciously purify them by the 
working of this sacrifice. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Preface (5th Sunday of Lent, p. 13)

Communion Antiphon (Cf. John 11.26)
Everyone who lives and believes in me will not die for ever, says 
the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
May your people be at one, O Lord, we pray, and in wholehearted 
submission to you may they obtain this grace: that, safe from all 
distress, they may readily live out their joy at being saved and 
remember in loving prayer those to be reborn. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Prayer over the People
Bless, O Lord, your people, who long for the gift of your mercy, and 
grant that what, at your prompting, they desire they may receive 
by your generous gift. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing and Dismissal (p. 31)
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MONDAY MARCH 22 
5th Week of Lent

Ferial
Roman Missal 243; Lectionary 251

Entrance Antiphon
(Cf. Ps 55) Have mercy on me, 
O God, for people assail me; 
they fight me all day long and 
oppress me.

Collect
O God, by whose wondrous 
grace we are enriched with 
every blessing, grant us so to 
pass from former ways to new-
ness of life, that we may be 
made ready for the glory of the 
heavenly Kingdom. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Reading  
(Daniel 13.1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-64)
For the shorter version, omit the 
parts in brackets [ ].
[There was a man living in Bab-
ylon whose name was Joakim.] 
Joakim married the daughter 

of Hilkiah, named Susanna, a 
very beautiful woman and one 
who feared the Lord. [Her par-
ents were righteous, and had 
trained their daughter accord-
ing to the law of Moses.]

Joakim was very rich, and 
had a fine garden adjoining his 
house; the Jews used to come to 
him because he was the most 
honoured of them all. That year 
two elders from the people were 
appointed as judges. [Concern-
ing them the Lord had said: 
“Wickedness came forth from 
Babylon, from elders who were 
judges, who were supposed to 
govern the people.”]

These men were frequently at 
Joakim’s house [and all who had 
a case to be tried came to them 
there. When the people left at 
noon, Susanna would go into 
her husband’s garden to walk.]

Every day the two elders used 
to see Susanna, going in and 
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walking about, and they began 
to lust for her. [They suppressed 
their consciences and turned 
away their eyes from looking to 
Heaven or remembering their 
duty to administer justice.]

Once, while they were 
watching for an opportune day, 
Susanna went in as before with 
only two maids, and wished to 
bathe in the garden, for it was 
a hot day. No one was there 
except the two elders, who had 
hidden themselves and were 
watching her.

When the maids had gone 
out, the two elders got up and 
ran to her. They said, “[Look, 
the garden doors are shut, 
and no one can see us.] We are 
burning with desire for you; so 
give your consent, and lie with 
us. If you refuse, we will testify 
against you that a young man 
was with you, and this was why 
you sent your maids away.”

Susanna groaned and said, 
“[I am completely trapped. For 
if I do this, it will mean death 
for me; if I do not, I cannot 
escape your hands.] I choose 

not to do it; I will fall into your 
hands, rather than sin in the 
sight of the Lord.”

[Then Susanna cried out 
with a loud voice, and the two 
elders shouted against her. And 
one of them ran and opened the 
garden doors. When the people 
in the house heard the shouting 
in the garden, they rushed in at 
the side door to see what had 
happened to her. And when the 
elders told their story, the serv-
ants felt very much ashamed, 
for nothing like this had ever 
been said about Susanna.]

The next day, when the peo-
ple gathered at the house of her 
husband Joakim, the two elders 
came, full of their wicked plot 
to have Susanna put to death.

[In the presence of the 
people they said, “Send for 
Susanna daughter of Hilkiah, 
the wife of Joakim.” So they 
sent for her. And she came with 
her parents, her children, and 
all her relatives.

Those who were with her 
and all who saw her were 
weeping. Then the two elders 
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stood up before the people and 
laid their hands on her head. 
Through her tears she looked 
up toward Heaven, for her 
heart trusted in the Lord. The 
elders said, “While we were 
walking in the garden alone, 
this woman came in with two 
maids, shut the garden doors, 
and dismissed the maids. Then 
a young man, who was hiding 
there, came to her and lay with 
her. We were in a corner of the 
garden, and when we saw this 
wickedness we ran to them. 
Although we saw them embrac-
ing, we could not hold the man, 
because he was stronger than 
we, and he opened the doors 
and got away. We did, however, 
seize this woman and asked 
who the young man was, but 
she would not tell us. These 
things we testify.”]

Because Susanna’s accusers 
were elders of the people and 
judges, the assembly believed 
them and condemned Susanna 
to death. Then Susanna cried 
out with a loud voice, and said, 
“O eternal God, you know what 

is secret and are aware of all 
things before they come to be; 
you know that these men have 
given false evidence against me. 
And now I am to die, though I 
have done none of the wicked 
things that they have charged 
against me!”

The Lord heard her cry. Just 
as she was being led off to exe-
cution, God stirred up the holy 
spirit of a young lad named 
Daniel, and he shouted with a 
loud voice, “I want no part in 
shedding this woman’s blood!” 
[All the people turned to him 
and asked, “What is this you 
are saying?”]

Taking his stand among 
them he said, “Are you such 
fools, O Israelites, as to con-
demn a daughter of Israel with-
out examination and without 
learning the facts? Return to 
court, for these men have given 
false evidence against her.”

So all the people hurried 
back. And the rest of the elders 
said to him, “Come, sit among 
us and inform us, for God has 
given you the standing of an 
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elder.” Daniel said to them, 
“Separate the men far from 
each other, and I will examine 
them.” When they were sepa-
rated from each other, he sum-
moned one of them and said to 
him, “You old relic of wicked 
days, your sins have now come 
home, which you have commit-
ted in the past, pronouncing 
unjust judgments, condemning 
the innocent and acquitting the 
guilty, though the Lord said, 
‘You shall not put an inno-
cent and righteous person to 
death.’ Now then, if you really 
saw this woman, tell me this: 
Under what tree did you see 
them being intimate with each 
other?” He answered, “Under a 
mastic tree.” And Daniel said, 
“Very well! This lie has cost you 
your head, for the angel of God 
has received the sentence from 
God and will immediately cut 
you in two.”

Then, putting him to one 
side, he ordered them to bring 
the other. And he said to him, 
“You offspring of Canaan 
and not of Judah, beauty has 

beguiled you and lust has 
perverted your heart. This is 
how you have been treating 
the daughters of Israel, and 
they were intimate with you 
through fear; but a daughter of 
Judah would not tolerate your 
wickedness. Now then, tell me: 
Under what tree did you catch 
them being intimate with each 
other?” He answered, “Under 
an evergreen oak.” Daniel said 
to him, “Very well! This lie has 
cost you also your head, for the 
angel of God is waiting with his 
sword to split you in two, so as 
to destroy you both.”

Then the whole assembly 
raised a great shout and blessed 
God, who saves those who hope 
in him. And they took action 
against the two elders, because 
out of their own mouths Daniel 
had convicted them of bearing 
false witness; they did to them 
as they had wickedly planned 
to do to their neighbour. Act-
ing in accordance with the 
law of Moses, they put them 
to death. Thus innocent blood 
was spared that day. Hilkiah 
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and his wife praised God for 
their daughter Susanna, and 
so did her husband Joakim and 
all her relatives. And from that 
day onward Daniel had a great 
reputation among the people.

The word of the Lord. Thanks 
be to God.

Responsorial Psalm  
(Psalm 23)
Á . Though I walk in the valley 

of darkness, I fear no evil, 
for you are with me.
The Lord is my shepherd, I 

shall not want. He makes me 
lie down in green pastures; he 
leads me beside still waters; he 
restores my soul.  Á .

He leads me in right paths for 
his name’s sake. Even though I 
walk through the darkest val-
ley, I fear no evil; for you are 
with me; your rod and your 
staff — they comfort me.  Á .

You prepare a table before 
me in the presence of my ene-
mies; you anoint my head with 
oil; my cup overflows.  Á .

Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of 

my life, and I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord my whole life 
long.  Á .

Acclamation (Ezekiel 33)
Praise and honour to you, 
Lord Jesus Christ! I do not 
wish the sinner to die, says the 
Lord, but to turn to me and 
live. Praise and honour to you, 
Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel (John 8.1-11)  
A reading from the holy Gos-
pel according to John. Glory to 
you, O Lord.

Jesus went to the Mount of 
Olives. Early in the morning 
he came again to the temple. 
All the people came to him 
and he sat down and began to 
teach them. The scribes and the 
Pharisees brought a woman 
who had been caught in adul-
tery; and making her stand 
before all of them, they said to 
him, “Teacher, this woman was 
caught in the very act of com-
mitting adultery. Now in the 
law Moses commanded us to 
stone such women. Now what 
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do you say?” They said this to 
test him, so that they might 
have some charge to bring 
against him.

Jesus bent down and wrote 
with his finger on the ground. 
When they kept on questioning 
him, he straightened up and said 
to them, “Let anyone among you 
who is without sin be the first 
to throw a stone at her.”

And once again he bent 
down and wrote on the ground. 
When they heard it, they went 
away, one by one, beginning 
with the elders; and Jesus was 
left alone with the woman 
standing before him. Jesus 
straightened up and said to her, 
“Woman, where are they? Has 
no one condemned you?” She 
said, “No one, sir.” And Jesus 
said, “Neither do I condemn 
you. Go your way, and from 
now on do not sin again.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise 
to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer over the Offerings
Grant, we pray, O Lord, that, 
preparing to celebrate the holy 

mysteries, we may bring before 
you as the fruit of bodily penance 
a joyful purity of heart. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Preface (Passion I, p. 13)

Communion Antiphon
 (Jn 8) Has no one condemned 
you, woman? No one, Lord. 
Neither shall I condemn you. 
From now on, sin no more.

Prayer after Communion
Strengthened by the blessing 
of your Sacraments, we pray, 
O Lord, that through them we 
may constantly be cleansed 
of our faults and, by follow-
ing Christ, hasten our steps 
upward toward you. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer over the People 
(Optional)
Set free from their sins, O Lord, 
we pray, the people who call 
upon you, that, living a holy 
way of life, they may be kept 
safe from every trial. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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It is true that God’s power triumphs over 
everything, but humble and suffering prayer 
prevails over God himself. —St. Pius of Pietrelcina

TUESDAY MARCH 23

Ferial
Roman Missal 245; Lectionary 252
or Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo

Entrance Antiphon
(Ps 26) Wait for the Lord; be 
strong; be stout-hearted, and 
wait for the Lord!

Collect
Grant us, we pray, O Lord, 
perseverance in obeying your 
will, that in our days the people 
dedicated to your service may 
grow in both merit and num-
ber. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

Reading  
(Numbers 21.4-9)
From Mount Hor the Israelites 
set out by the way to the Red 
Sea, to go around the land of 
Edom; but the people became 
impatient on the way. The 
people spoke against God and 
against Moses, “Why have you 
brought us up out of Egypt to 
die in the wilderness? For there 
is no food and no water, and we 
detest this miserable food.”

Then the Lord sent poison-
ous serpents among the peo-
ple, and they bit the people, so 
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that many Israelites died. The 
people came to Moses and said, 
“We have sinned by speaking 
against the Lord and against 
you; pray to the Lord to take 
away the serpents from us.” So 
Moses prayed for the people. 
And the Lord said to Moses, 
“Make a poisonous serpent, 
and set it on a pole; and every-
one who is bitten shall look at it 
and live.”

So Moses made a serpent of 
bronze, and put it upon a pole; 
and whenever a serpent bit 
someone, that person would 
look at the serpent of bronze 
and live.

The word of the Lord. Thanks 
be to God.

Responsorial Psalm  
(Psalm 102)
Á . O Lord, hear my prayer, 

and let my cry come to you.
Hear my prayer, O Lord; let 

my cry come to you. Do not 
hide your face from me in the 
day of my distress. Incline your 
ear to me; answer me speedily 
in the day when I call.  Á .

The nations will fear the 
name of the Lord, and all the 
kings of the earth your glory. 
For the Lord will build up Zion; 
he will appear in his glory. He 
will regard the prayer of the 
destitute, and will not despise 
their prayer.  Á .

Let this be recorded for a 
generation to come, so that a 
people yet unborn may praise 
the Lord: that he looked down 
from his holy height, from 
heaven the Lord looked at the 
earth, to hear the groans of the 
prisoners, to set free those who 
were doomed to die.  Á .

Acclamation
Praise and honour to you, 
Lord Jesus Christ! The seed is 
the word of God, Christ is the 
sower; all who come to him will 
live for ever. Praise and hon-
our to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel (John 8.21-30)  
A reading from the holy Gos-
pel according to John. Glory to 
you, O Lord.

TUESDAY MARCH 23



livingwithchrist.ca 143L I V I N G  W I T H  C H R I S T

Jesus said to the people, “I 
am going away, and you will 
search for me, but you will die 
in your sin. Where I am going, 
you cannot come.”

Then the Jews said, “Is he 
going to kill himself? Is that what 
he means by saying, ‘Where I am 
going, you cannot come’?”

Jesus said to them, “You are 
from below, I am from above; 
you are of this world, I am not 
of this world. I told you that 
you would die in your sins, for 
you will die in your sins unless 
you believe that I am he.”

They said to him, “Who 
are you?” Jesus said to them, 
“Why do I speak to you at all? 
I have much to say about you 
and much to condemn; but the 
one who sent me is true, and 
I declare to the world what I 
have heard from him.”

They did not understand 
that he was speaking to them 
about the Father. So Jesus said, 
“When you have lifted up the 
Son of Man, then you will real-
ize that I am he, and that I do 
nothing on my own, but I speak 

these things as the Father 
instructed me. And the one 
who sent me is with me; he has 
not left me alone, for I always 
do what is pleasing to him.”

As Jesus was saying these 
things, many believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise 
to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer over the Offerings
We offer you, O Lord, the sac-
rifice of conciliation, that, being 
moved to compassion, you may 
both pardon our offences and 
direct our wavering hearts. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Communion Antiphon
(Jn 12) When I am lifted up 
from the earth, I will draw all 
to myself, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, almighty God, 
that, ever seeking what is 
divine, we may always be wor-
thy to approach these heavenly 
gifts. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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Prayer over the People 
(Optional)
O God, who choose to show 
mercy, not anger, to those who 
hope in you, grant that your 

faithful may weep, as they 
should, for the evil they have 
done, and so merit the grace 
of your consolation. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Take God for your spouse and friend and walk 
with him continually, and you will not sin, will 

learn to love, and the things you must do will work 
out prosperously for you. —St. Teresa of Avila

WEDNESDAY MARCH 24

Ferial
Roman Missal 246; Lectionary 253

Entrance Antiphon
(Cf. Ps 17) My deliverer from 
angry nations, you set me 
above my assailants; you 
saved me from the violent 
man, O Lord.

Collect
Enlighten, O God of compas-
sion, the hearts of your children, 
sanctified by penance, and in 
your kindness grant those you 
stir to a sense of devotion a gra-
cious hearing when they cry 
out to you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
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lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

Reading  
(Daniel 3.13-20, 24, 49-50, 91-95)
Nebuchadnezzar in furious 
rage commanded that Shad-
rach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego be brought in; so they 
brought those men before the 
king. Nebuchadnezzar said to 
them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, that 
you do not serve my gods and 
you do not worship the golden 
statue that I have set up? Now 
if you are ready when you hear 
the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, 
trigon, harp, drum, and entire 
musical ensemble to fall down 
and worship the statue that I 
have made, well and good. But 
if you do not worship, you shall 
immediately be thrown into a 
furnace of blazing fire, and who 
is the god that will deliver you 
out of my hands?”

Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego answered the king, 
“O Nebuchadnezzar, we have 

no need to present a defence 
to you in this matter. If our 
God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us from the furnace 
of blazing fire and out of your 
hand, O king, let him deliver 
us. But if not, be it known to 
you, O king, that we will not 
serve your gods and we will not 
worship the golden statue that 
you have set up.”

Then Nebuchadnezzar was 
so filled with rage against Shad-
rach, Meshach, and Abednego 
that his face was distorted. He 
ordered the furnace heated 
up seven times more than 
was customary, and ordered 
some of the strongest guards 
in his army to bind Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego and to 
throw them into the furnace of 
blazing fire.

The young men walked 
around in the midst of the 
flames, singing hymns to God 
and blessing the Lord.

But the angel of the Lord 
came down into the furnace to 
be with Azariah and his com-
panions, and drove the fiery 
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flame out of the furnace, and 
made the inside of the furnace 
as though a moist wind were 
whistling through it. The fire 
did not touch them at all and 
caused them no pain or distress.

Then King Nebuchadnezzar 
was astonished and rose up 
quickly. He said to his coun-
sellors, “Was it not three men 
that we threw bound into the 
fire?” They answered the king, 
“True, O king.” He replied, 
“But I see four men unbound, 
walking in the middle of the 
fire, and they are not hurt; and 
the fourth has the appearance 
of a god.” Nebuchadnezzar 
then approached the door of 
the furnace of blazing fire and 
said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, servants of the Most 
High God, come out! Come 
here!” So Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego came out from 
the fire. And the satraps, the 
prefects, the governors, and 
the king’s counsellors gathered 
together and saw that the fire 
had not had any power over the 
bodies of those men; the hair 

of their heads was not singed, 
their tunics were not harmed, 
and not even the smell of fire 
came from them.

Nebuchadnezzar said, 
“Blessed be the God of Shad-
rach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
who has sent his angel and 
delivered his servants who 
trusted in him. They diso-
beyed the king’s command and 
yielded up their bodies rather 
than serve and worship any 
god except their own God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks 
be to God.

Responsorial Canticle  
(Daniel 3)
Á . Glory and praise for ever!

Blessed are you, O Lord, God 
of our ancestors and blessed is 
your glorious and holy name.  Á .

Blessed are you in the tem-
ple of your holy glory, and to 
be extolled and highly glorified 
forever.  Á .

Blessed are you on the 
throne of your kingdom, and to 
be extolled and highly exalted 
forever.  Á .
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Blessed are you who look 
into the depths from your 
throne on the cherubim.  Á .

Blessed are you in the firma-
ment of heaven, to be sung and 
glorified forever.  Á .

Acclamation (See Luke 8)
Praise and honour to you, 
Lord Jesus Christ! Blessed are 
they who have kept the word 
with a generous heart and yield 
a harvest through persever-
ance. Praise and honour to 
you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel  
(John 8.31-42) 
A reading from the holy Gos-
pel according to John. Glory to 
you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the Jews who 
had believed in him, “If you con-
tinue in my word, you are truly 
my disciples; and you will know 
the truth, and the truth will 
make you free.” They answered 
him, “We are descendants of 
Abraham and have never been 
slaves to anyone. What do you 

mean by saying, ‘You will be 
made free’?”

Jesus answered them, “Very 
truly, I tell you, everyone who 
commits sin is a slave to sin. 
The slave does not have a per-
manent place in the household; 
the son has a place there for-
ever. So if the Son makes you 
free, you will be free indeed.

“I know that you are descend-
ants of Abraham; yet you look 
for an opportunity to kill me, 
because there is no place in you 
for my word. I declare what I 
have seen in the Father’s pres-
ence; as for you, you should do 
what you have heard from the 
Father.” They answered him, 
“Abraham is our father.”

Jesus said to them, “If you 
were Abraham’s children, you 
would be doing what Abraham 
did, but now you are trying to 
kill me, a man who has told 
you the truth that I heard from 
God. This is not what Abraham 
did. You are indeed doing what 
your father does.” They said to 
him, “We are not illegitimate 
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children; we have one father, 
God himself.”

Jesus said to them, “If God 
were your Father, you would 
love me, for I came from God and 
now I am here. I did not come on 
my own, but he sent me.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise 
to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer over the Offerings
Receive back, O Lord, these 
sacrificial offerings, which you 
have given to be offered to the 
honour of your name, and grant 
that they may become remedies 
for our healing. Through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

Communion Antiphon
(Col 1) God has brought us to 
the kingdom of his beloved 

Son, in whom we have redemp-
tion through his Blood, the 
forgiveness of sins.

Prayer after Communion
May the mysteries we have 
received, O Lord, bring us heav-
enly medicine, that they may 
purge all evil from our heart 
and strengthen us with eternal 
protection. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Prayer over the People 
(Optional)
Attend, almighty God, to the 
prayers of your people, and, as 
you endow them with confi-
dent hope in your compassion, 
let them feel, as ever, the effects 
of your mercy. Through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

Give something, however small, to the one in need. For it 
is not small to one who has nothing. Neither is it small to 
God, if we have given what we could. —St. Gregory Nazianzen
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THURSDAY MARCH 25

Solemnity
The Annunciation of the Lord
Roman Missal 819; Sunday Lectionary 545

Entrance Antiphon
(Heb 10) The Lord said, as he 
entered the world: Behold, I 
come to do your will, O God.

Glory to God (p. 7)

Collect
O God, who willed that your 
Word should take on the real-
ity of human flesh in the womb 
of the Virgin Mary, grant, we 
pray, that we, who confess our 
Redeemer to be God and man, 
may merit to become partakers 
even in his divine nature. Who 
lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading  
(Isaiah 7.10-14; 8.10d)
The Lord spoke to Ahaz, say-
ing, “Ask a sign of the Lord 
your God; let it be deep as Sheol 
or high as heaven.”

But Ahaz said, “I will not 
ask, and I will not put the Lord 
to the test.”

Then Isaiah said: “Hear 
then, O house of David! Is it 
too little for you to weary the 
people, that you weary my God 
also? Therefore the Lord him-
self will give you a sign. Look, 
the young woman is with child 
and shall bear a son, and shall 
name him Emmanuel,” for God 
is with us.

The word of the Lord. Thanks 
be to God.

Responsorial Psalm  
(Psalm 40)
Á . Here I am, Lord; I come to 

do your will.
Sacrifice and offering you do 

not desire, but you have given 
me an open ear. Burnt offering 
and sin offering you have not 
required.  Á .
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Then I said, “Here I am; in 
the scroll of the book it is writ-
ten of me. I delight to do your 
will, O my God; your law is 
within my heart.”  Á .

I have told the glad news of 
deliverance in the great congre-
gation; see, I have not restrained 
my lips, as you know, O Lord.  Á .

I have not hidden your sav-
ing help within my heart, I have 
spoken of your faithfulness 
and your salvation; I have not 
concealed your steadfast love 
and your faithfulness from the 
great congregation.  Á .

Second Reading  
(Hebrews 10.4-10)
It is impossible for the blood of 
bulls and goats to take away sins. 
Consequently, when Christ came 
into the world, he said, “Sacri-
fices and offerings you have not 
desired, but a body you have pre-
pared for me; in burnt offerings 
and sin offerings you have taken 
no pleasure. Then I said, as it is 
written of me in the scroll of the 
book, ‘See, God, I have come to 
do your will, O God.’”

When Christ said, “You 
have neither desired nor taken 
pleasure in sacrifices and offer-
ings and burnt offerings and 
sin offerings” (these are offered 
according to the law), then he 
added, “See, I have come to do 
your will.” He abolishes the first 
in order to establish the second.

And it is by God’s will that we 
have been sanctified through 
the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all.

The word of the Lord. Thanks 
be to God.

Acclamation (John 1)
Praise and honour to you, 
Lord Jesus Christ! The Word 
of God became flesh and lived 
among us, and we saw his 
glory. Praise and honour to 
you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel (Luke 1.26-38)
A reading from the holy Gos-
pel according to Luke. Glory to 
you, O Lord.

The Angel Gabriel was sent 
by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to 
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a man whose name was Joseph, 
of the house of David. The  
virgin’s name was Mary.

And he came to her and said, 
“Hail, full of grace! The Lord is 
with you.” But she was much 
perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting 
this might be.

The Angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favour with God. 
And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus. He 
will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and 
the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his father David. 
He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his king-
dom there will be no end.”

Mary said to the Angel, 
“How can this be, since I am 
a virgin?” The Angel said to 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be 
born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. And now, 

your relative Elizabeth in her 
old age has also conceived a 
son; and this is the sixth month 
for her who was said to be bar-
ren. For nothing will be impos-
sible with God.”

Then Mary said, “Here am I, 
the servant of the Lord; let it be 
done to me according to your 
word.”

Then the Angel departed 
from her.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise 
to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Profession of Faith (p. 8. 
All genuflect at “and was 
incarnate.”)

Prayer over the Offerings
Be pleased, almighty God, to 
accept your Church’s offering, 
so that she, who is aware that 
her beginnings lie in the Incar-
nation of your Only Begotten 
Son, may rejoice to celebrate 
his mysteries on this Solemnity. 
Who lives and reigns for ever 
and ever. Amen.

Preface (Annunciation, p. 15)
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Communion Antiphon
(Isa 7) Behold, a Virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son; 
and his name will be called 
Emmanuel.

Prayer after Communion
Confirm in our minds the mys-
teries of the true faith, we pray, 

O Lord, so that, confessing that 
he who was conceived of the 
Virgin Mary is true God and 
true man, we may, through 
the saving power of his Resur-
rection, merit to attain eternal 
joy. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

We become what we love and who we love 
shapes what we become. —St. Clare of Assisi

FRIDAY MARCH 26

Ferial
Roman Missal 248; Lectionary 255

Entrance Antiphon
(Ps 30) Have mercy on me, 
O Lord, for I am in distress. 
Deliver me from the hands 
of my enemies and those who 
pursue me. O Lord, let me 
never be put to shame, for I 
call on you.

Collect
Pardon the offences of your 
peoples, we pray, O Lord, and 
in your goodness set us free 
from the bonds of the sins we 
have committed in our weak-
ness. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and 
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reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

or
O God, who in this season give 
your Church the grace to imi-
tate devoutly the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary in contemplating the 
Passion of Christ, grant, we 
pray, through her intercession, 
that we may cling more firmly 
each day to your Only Begotten 
Son and come at last to the full-
ness of his grace. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

Reading  
(Jeremiah 20.7, 10-13)
In distress Jeremiah raised his 
voice to the Lord. O Lord, you 
have enticed me, and I was 
enticed; you have overpowered 
me, and you have prevailed. I 
have become a laughingstock all 
day long; everyone mocks me. 
For I hear many whispering: 
“Terror is all around! Denounce 
him! Let us denounce him!” All 
my close friends are watching 

for me to stumble. “Perhaps he 
can be enticed, and we can pre-
vail against him, and take our 
revenge on him.”

But the Lord is with me like 
a dread warrior; therefore my 
persecutors will stumble, and 
they will not prevail. They will 
be greatly shamed, for they will 
not succeed. Their eternal dis-
honour will never be forgotten.

O Lord of hosts, you test the 
righteous, you see the heart and 
the mind; let me see your retri-
bution upon them, for to you I 
have committed my cause.

Sing to the Lord; praise the 
Lord! For he has delivered the 
life of the needy from the hands 
of evildoers.

The word of the Lord. Thanks 
be to God.

Responsorial Psalm  
(Psalm 18)
Á . In my distress I called upon 

the Lord, and he heard my 
voice.
I love you, O Lord, my 

strength. The Lord is my rock, 
my fortress, and my deliverer, 
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my God, my rock in whom I 
take refuge.  Á .

The Lord is my shield, and 
the horn of my salvation, my 
stronghold. I call upon the 
Lord, who is worthy to be 
praised, so I shall be saved from 
my enemies.  Á .

The cords of death encom-
passed me; the torrents of per-
dition assailed me; the cords of 
Sheol entangled me; the snares 
of death confronted me.  Á .

In my distress I called upon 
the Lord; to my God I cried for 
help. From his temple he heard 
my voice, and my cry to him 
reached his ears.  Á .

Acclamation (John 6)
Praise and honour to you, 
Lord Jesus Christ! Your 
words, Lord, are spirit and life; 
you have the words of everlast-
ing life. Praise and honour to 
you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel (John 10.31-42)  
A reading from the holy Gos-
pel according to John. Glory to 
you, O Lord.

The Jews took up stones 
again to stone him. Jesus 
replied, “I have shown you 
many good works from the 
Father. For which of these are 
you going to stone me?” The 
Jews answered, “It is not for a 
good work that we are going to 
stone you, but for blasphemy, 
because you, though only a 
human being, are making your-
self God.”

Jesus answered, “Is it not 
written in your law, ‘I said, you 
are gods’? If those to whom the 
word of God came were called 
‘gods’ — and the scripture can-
not be annulled — can you say 
that the one whom the Father 
has sanctified and sent into the 
world is blaspheming because I 
said, ‘I am God’s Son’? If I am not 
doing the works of my Father, 
then do not believe me. But if 
I do them, even though you 
do not believe me, believe the 
works, so that you may know 
and understand that the Father 
is in me and I am in the Father.”

Then they tried to arrest 
Jesus again, but he escaped 
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from their hands. He went 
away again across the Jordan 
to the place where John had 
been baptizing earlier, and he 
remained there.

Many came to Jesus, and 
they were saying, “John per-
formed no sign, but everything 
that John said about this man 
was true.” And many believed 
in him there.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise 
to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer over the Offerings
Grant, O merciful God, that we 
may be worthy to serve ever fit-
tingly at your altars, and there 
to be saved by constant partic-
ipation. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Communion Antiphon
(1 Pet 2) Jesus bore our sins 
in his own body on the cross, 

so that dead to sin, we might 
live for righteousness. By his 
wounds we have been healed.

Prayer after Communion
May the unfailing protection of 
the sacrifice we have received 
never leave us, O Lord, and 
may it always drive far from 
us all that would do us harm. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Prayer over the People 
(Optional)
Grant, we pray, almighty God, 
that your servants, who seek 
the grace of your protection, 
may be free from every evil 
and serve you in peace of mind. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Above all the grace and the gifts that Christ gives to his 
beloved is that of overcoming self. —St. Francis of Assisi
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SATURDAY MARCH 27

Ferial
Roman Missal 250; Lectionary 256

Entrance Antiphon
(Cf. Ps 21) O Lord, do not stay 
afar off; my strength, make 
haste to help me! For I am a 
worm and no man, scorned 
by everyone, despised by the 
people.

Collect
O God, who have made all those 
reborn in Christ a chosen race 
and a royal priesthood, grant 
us, we pray, the grace to will 
and to do what you command, 
that the people called to eternal 
life may be one in the faith of 
their hearts and the homage of 
their deeds. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

Reading (Ezekiel 37.21-28)  
The word of the Lord came to 
me. Say to the people, Thus 
says the Lord God: I will take 

the people of Israel from the 
nations among which they have 
gone, and will gather them from 
every quarter, and bring them 
to their own land. I will make 
them one nation in the land, 
on the mountains of Israel; 
and one king shall be king over 
them all. Never again shall they 
be two nations, and never again 
shall they be divided into two 
kingdoms.

They shall never again defile 
themselves with their idols and 
their detestable things, or with 
any of their transgressions. 
I will save them from all the 
apostasies into which they have 
fallen, and will cleanse them. 
Then they shall be my people, 
and I will be their God.

My servant David shall be 
king over them; and they shall 
all have one shepherd. They 
shall follow my ordinances and 
be careful to observe my statutes. 
They shall live in the land that 
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I gave to my servant Jacob, in 
which your ancestors lived; they 
and their children and their chil-
dren’s children shall live there 
forever; and my servant David 
shall be their prince forever.

I will make a covenant of 
peace with them; it shall be 
an everlasting covenant with 
them; and I will bless them and 
multiply them, and will set my 
sanctuary among them for-
evermore. My dwelling place 
shall be with them; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my 
people. Then the nations shall 
know that I the Lord sanctify 
Israel, when my sanctuary is 
among them forevermore.

The word of the Lord. Thanks 
be to God.

Responsorial Psalm  
(Jeremiah 31)
Á . The Lord will guard us, 

like a shepherd guarding 
his flock.
Hear the word of the Lord, 

O nations, and declare it in the 
coastlands far away; say, “He 
who scattered Israel will gather 

him, and will keep him as a 
shepherd a flock.”  Á .

For the Lord has ransomed 
Jacob, and has redeemed him 
from hands too strong for him. 
They shall come and sing aloud 
on the height of Zion, and they 
shall be radiant over the good-
ness of the Lord.  Á .

Then shall the young women 
rejoice in the dance, and the 
young men and the old shall be 
merry. I will turn their mourn-
ing into joy, I will comfort them, 
and give them gladness for sor-
row.  Á .

Acclamation (Ezek 18)
Praise and honour to you, 
Lord Jesus Christ! Rid your 
selves of all your sins and make 
a new heart and a new spirit. 
Praise and honour to you, 
Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel (John 11.45-57)  
A reading from the holy Gos-
pel according to John. Glory to 
you, O Lord.

Many of the Jews who had 
come with Mary and had seen 
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what Jesus did, believed in 
him. But some of them went 
to the Pharisees and told them 
what he had done. So the chief 
priests and the Pharisees called 
a meeting of the council, and 
said, “What are we to do? This 
man is performing many signs. 
If we let him go on like this, 
everyone will believe in him, 
and the Romans will come and 
destroy both our holy place and 
our nation.”

But one of them, Caiaphas, 
who was high priest that year, 
said to them, “You know noth-
ing at all! You do not under-
stand that it is better for you 
to have one man die for the 
people than to have the whole 
nation destroyed.” He did not 
say this on his own, but being 
high priest that year he prophe-
sied that Jesus was about to die 
for the nation, and not for the 
nation only, but to gather into 
one the dispersed children of 
God. So from that day on they 
planned to put him to death.

Jesus therefore no longer 
walked about openly among 

the Jews, but went from there 
to a town called Ephraim in the 
region near the wilderness; and 
he remained there with the dis-
ciples. Now the Passover of the 
Jews was near, and many went 
up from the country to Jeru-
salem before the Passover to 
purify themselves. They were 
looking for Jesus and were ask-
ing one another as they stood 
in the temple, “What do you 
think? Surely he will not come 
to the festival, will he?”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise 
to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer over the Offerings
May the gifts we offer from our 
fasting be acceptable to you, O 
Lord, we pray, and, as an expi-
ation for our sins, may they 
make us worthy of your grace 
and lead us to what you prom-
ise for eternity. Through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

Communion Antiphon
(Cf. Jn 11) Christ was handed 
over, to gather into one the 
scattered children of God.
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Prayer after Communion
We entreat your majesty most 
humbly, O Lord, that, as you 
feed us with the nourishment 
which comes from the most 
holy Body and Blood of your 
Son, so you may make us shar-
ers of his divine nature. Who 
lives and reigns for ever and 
ever. Amen.

Prayer over the People 
(Optional)
Have mercy, Lord, on your 
Church, as she brings you her 
supplications, and be attentive 
to those who incline their hearts 
before you: do not allow, we 
pray, those you have redeemed 
by the Death of your Only 
Begotten Son to be harmed by 
their sins or weighed down by 
their trials. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Charity is certainly greater than any rule. Moreover, 
all rules must lead to charity. —St. Vincent de Paul
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